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Luke 4:1-13(NIV)
1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.  He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

 
3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread."

 
4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.’  "

 5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.  6And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  7So if you worship me, it will all be yours."

 8Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’"

9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here.  10For it is written:
   " 'He will command his angels concerning you 
      to guard you carefully; 
 11they will lift you up in their hands, 
      so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’  "

 
12Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"

 13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.

Sermon Text
It may seem strange, well at least a little different, to discuss Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness after our Risen Lord’s greatest triumph in Easter.  However, if we examine Jesus’ ability to withstand temptation, it gives us an insight into how we put our temptations to sin behind us and follow our Risen Lord.  Today is Creation Sunday, a day to claim the Biblical responsibility to overcome the secular world, celebrate God’s creation, and remember this week’s 40th Earth Day.  We come together to worship and thank God for the gift of creation, not some pagan or tree-hugging event, but celebrating God’s glory through His creation refraining from worshipping creation itself.
Psalm 24:1-2 (NIV)  

 1 The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, 
       
the world, and all who live in it; 

 2 for he founded it upon the seas 
       
and established it upon the waters.

Psalm 100: 1-2

 1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 

 2 Worship the LORD with gladness; 
 
      come before him with joyful songs. 

Even earlier God offered humanity clear instructions as creation’s stewards.  
Genesis 2:15 (NIV)

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
[Please insert your story or modify the following for your use.]
I’m not sure I understood this passage as a young Christian, and even today, it seems that many Christians still believe dominating creation, is their right.  Many forget or do not know that God charged man to tend His garden, the earth. 
As I was growing-up, it never occurred that there was anything wrong with exploiting the earth and gaining all enjoying all of its benefits regardless of the cost it extracted that “I” could get.  We needed resources, energy like heat and light, electricity to watch television or play computer games, food from the garden, and certainly jobs to pay for it all.  I never considered the charge to tend God’s garden.  Instead, I believed something akin to better living through chemistry.  Now, 40 some years later and hopefully a little wiser, my past and early memories turn my stomach, especially my childhood playground.
Back in western Pennsylvania, my playground was coal strippings, un-reclaimed surface coal mines were what I knew.  Coal stripping is a brutal process by which the top soil is stripped away, the surrounding land, and animal life overburdened, and remaining vegetation is shamelessly cast aside to grab the precious coal underneath.  Certainly, this was before the Mine Reclamation Act but this still goes on today.  If you don’t believe me, just travel to West Virginia or visit www.christiansforthemountains.org. 
My primary playground, less than 100 yards from our home consisted of sulfur polluted pools of water, acid destroyed trees, and  numerous trash piles where naive folks dumped their household rubbish in a not so environmentally friendly ways to fill the massive holes that were left behind.  Worn-out stoves, refrigerators, bottles, cans, you name it, were all dumped to avoid proper disposal.  While much has changed in 40 years, much hasn’t.  

Take the time to look around your streets, back lots, or forest areas.  From city streets to rural America, we still see literally tons of our refuse, polluting God’s creation.  Times have changed – 40 years seems like a long time but has human nature really changed?

 Here’s a brief look at 40 years ago.  In 1970, we saw:
1. The 747 take off in its first flight,

2. Monday Night football began,

3. The Beatles released their last album (and I do mean album), “Let It Be.”  Then broke-up;

4. The Kent State Shootings occurred.

5. In 1969, the year before – the Cuyahoga River in downtown Cleveland caught fire.

6. Back to 1970 –Kermit the frog sang, “It is not easy being green,” for the first time.

7. In addition, we celebrated the first Earth Day.

Times have changed, right!  We have made some progress in tending God’s creation, but even after forty years of celebrating Earth Day, I’m afraid we still think too much like Kermit, the frog, “It’s not easy being green.”  It is easy being green, if we step away from being independent and transform to dependence on our Risen Lord, and that is what today scripture is telling us.  Jesus teaches, through his wilderness experience, what appears impossible is possible when our being depends on God.
Luke 13:1-3
1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.  He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.

 3The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread."
Have you ever been really hungry?  We may have missed a meal or two, not like Mamadou of Niger, this 6 year old (see photo), yes six is but one of the 1,000,000 plus children of sub-Saharan Africa who are hungry.  They are just a small portion of the over 1 billion hungry existing today in the world (United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization, June 2009).  Many of the world’s food problems are related to or a result of environmental degradation caused by our poor creation care.
Jesus knows firsthand the suffering of little ones like Mamadou.  He experienced the suffering, the torment, the deprivation of enduring forty days without food, and yet when offered the temptation to create his own manna from heaven Jesus replied directly from scripture, “ 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD (Deuteronomy 8:3 (NIV)).

Instead of dependence on God, we give-in to temptation every day.  God created a wonderful self- sustaining creation to provide our daily bread.  However, over the last century, our poor creation care has destroyed much of God’s natural bounty.  We have planted fruit trees and crops unnatural to our habitat thereby damaging the land, its soil, and other parts of creation.  Many modern farming practices destroy topsoil (The estimate is that we are now losing about 1 percent of our topsoil every year to erosion, most of this caused by agriculture. . . .  Globally, it's pretty clear we're running out of dirt.  ("Dirt: The Erosion of Civlizations." David Montgomery, University of California Press, 2007)) and then we pour tons and tons of fertilizers insecticides, and herbicides to attempt to re-create what God created in the beginning.  Then the fertilizers pour off the land and create giant blooms of vegetation that deplete oxygen levels in streams, rivers, and even the ocean, asphyxiating others in creation.  We work hard at making our own bread from the stones of petro-chemicals and other human created stuff but at what cost.  Dr. Matthew Sleeth in his first book, Serve God Save The Planet, shares his experience as an emergency room physician, while he began to treat ever increasing instances of cancer and other diseases he began to wonder what was someone to do about all of this, where there any root causes, this prompted a search for faith that lead through the Bible to Jesus and the understanding that all creation was created for and in Christ.  

Are we ready to stop our attempt turning rocks into bread?  Can we return to the bounty of creation through trusting in the original designs of God and dependence on Him for our daily bread?  Today, I would ask one thing.  Consider where and how your food is grown?  Read the labels –check out what is in the package!  Remember that there is a season for all things and don’t feed our consumer driven world.  Live and live life abundantly but live in tune with the Word of God.  Isaiah 24:5 (NIV)

 5 The earth is defiled by its people; they have disobeyed the laws, violated the statutes and broken the everlasting covenant.

Luke 4:5-8
 5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.  6And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  7So if you worship me, it will all be yours."

 8Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’"

We like being in charge.  Since Adam and Eve, our biggest sin is control.  Read Genesis chapter 3 closely and you will find Adam and Even were tempted with desiring to be god.  Not much has changed.
A couple of years ago, Hollywood produced a very funny movie, Evan Almighty. [Consider Video Clip]  Steve Carell plays Evan, a modern Noah, and Morgan Freeman represents God.  In one scene as God continues to convince Evan of his new calling, to build an ark, Morgan Freeland shows Carell, the wonderful and stunning creation that God designed from the beginning.  Unfortunately, creation’s beauty and vibrancy was  lessened by the housing development, where Carell’s character lives, enabled by the building of a shoddily designed dam, which will eventually fail, causing the new flood.  

This is not to say we don’t need homes, nor are we called to return to cave dwellings.  Yet far too often, we have taken the short way out instead of living sustainably with creation.  Just imagine a few of our accomplishments attempting to be like gods:

a. We move to the desert attempting escape from allergies or asthma and decide to plant/water grass and many not-native flowering plants.

b.  We love living near the oceans, yet wonder why hurricanes are so destructive after we have obliterated creation’s natural protection of bayous and mangrove stands.
c. We promote the destruction of South American rain forests for exotic woods for our homes while the land is returned not to new rain forest, but feed lots that supply cheap meat to fast-food restaurants.  

d. Our quest for cheap energy has filled our atmosphere with greenhouse cases that warm the earth and turned our oceans more acidic which bleaches and destroys coral that provides homes to millions of creation creatures and food for millions of God’s children.
Last year Restoring Eden hosted the Ankle Deep Reality Tour.  The tour travelled much of the country with the Rev. Tafue Lusama from the small south pacific island nation of Tuvalu.  Quoting Rev. Lucama, “The Sea is dying.  The ocean is becoming more acidic and bleaching the coral.  As the coral dies, the fish move and we are forced to travel further to supply food for our families and with gas at $17.00 per gallon no one can afford to fish.”

What are 12,000 Tuvaluan lives worth?  What are the lives of the 1 billion hungry worth?  What are the lives of children like Mamadou worth?  They are all God’s children and all are suffering in part because of the creation care crisis.  That’s why creation care is a pro-life crisis.  We are changing the creation faster and with greater negative impacts than we have ever seen in humanity’s history.  This impacts all of His creation, especially the poor and vulnerable. 
Let’s repent of our desire to be control freaks (making ourselves gods), and follow the true God as Jesus quoted the evil one, “13 Respect the Lord your God.  You must worship him and make your promises only in his name.14 Do not worship other gods as the people around you do, (Deuteronomy 6:13-14 NCV).  We must trust that God’s plan for creation outshines our wisdom and His ways more complete than ours.  It’s a matter of living together with creation, tending it, being in relationship, and not being abusive.  It’s easy being green, and you can start at home, at church and even at work.  Just remember the simple rules of reduce, reuse, and recycle.  For more information and great tips, I highly recommend, It’s Easy Being Green by Emma Sleeth, and Green Mama by Tracey Bianchi as great resources.
Luke 4: 9-11
9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here.  10For it is written:
   " 'He will command his angels concerning you 
      to guard you carefully; 
 11they will lift you up in their hands, 
      so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’  "

You may say to me, isn’t it true that God will never allow the creation to be destroyed until the end of time.  This theological argument is raised fairly often when we starting talking about creation care.  No matter what your position is on the end times, are you really interested in tempting God.  Jesus recalling Deuteronomy 6:16 (NIV) makes it quite clear, “16 Do not test the LORD your God as you did at Massah.”  
Doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results is a common definition for insanity.  It may be a form of Biblical insanity that if we believe that if by abusing instead of tending God’s creation that God will pull our bacon from the fire before its burns.  As I look at Scripture and the thoughts of wise theologians this sounds more like cheap grace than transformation by the Holy Spirit into the image of the Christ.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the martyred German Christian, in his book The Cost of Discipleship states:

Cheap grace means the justification of sin without the justification of the sinner.  Grace alone does everything they say, and so everything can remain as it was before.  'All for sin could not atone.' Well, then, let the Christian live like the rest of the world, let him model himself on the world’s standards in every sphere of life, and not presumptuously aspire to live a different life under grace from his old life under sin...
Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on ourselves.  Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without confession....  Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.
The Evil One was intent on telling Jesus, “Do what you what.  Everybody does it.  God will save you.  Don’t worry.”  When it comes to creation care, God will take care of it has been the attitude of the secular world and even the Church for far too long!  Who cares about burning rivers,  or parched farm land, or melting glaciers, or sky rocketing cancer rates, or increased birth defects, or millions of people forced from farm land because of desertification, or pine beetles destroying entire forests in the western United States and Canada, or mosquito carried diseases like dengue fever, (bone-break fever) infecting people in never before locales, including the United States?  God will take care of it.  God won’t let anything happen.  God I trust.  It’s humanity’s sin that troubles me.
Last November Congressman Bob Inglis (R-South Carolina) addressed the NAE Student Leaders forum in Washington, DC.  The Congressman, an Evangelical Christian, is committed to caring for God’s creation.  
While addressing the 100 or so college students regarding the need for wise and sound energy and environmental policies, the Congressman told of Lake Jocassee in his home district.  The Lake built as a source for hydroelectric sits among some of the most scenic and pristine mountains along the eastern United States.  Unfortunately, Lake Jocassee has a small problem, along with many other South Carolina lakes, rivers, and streams.  Its water is so polluted with mercury that an eating advisory issued by The South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control recommends eating only one meal per week of fish caught from the Lake.
Mercury, one of the known causes of birth defects, is a by-product of coal fired power plants and is emitted through smokestacks.  Coal burning electric stations have been the traced source for Lake Jocassee’s poisoning.  However, there is not a coal plants for hundreds of miles.  The mercury travels through the prevailing winds and settles in the lake.  Creation care is a pro-life issue as what we do in one-location poses serious risks to others.  
Do we expect God just to remove the mercury from the Lake?  Are we going to tempt God to handle all our sins regarding poor creation care or act as disciples and follow our Risen Lord –doing the righteous thing?  Jesus knew God would care for him.  He didn’t need to prove it through cheap tricks, but by a loving relationship –the real thing.  It’s time to stop living by cheap grace, tempting God and do what He commands as disciples transformed by Christ’s love.
We do not have to return to the dark ages, nor should we.  God is calling us to open ourselves to do the right thing and listen for God’s wisdom revealing of sustainable energy, living, and economies that promote real abundant life and not the easy to get cheap alternative.

2 Corinthians 5:14-20
14For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  15And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

 16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them.  In addition, he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.
Jesus didn’t have to spend 40 days in the wilderness.  He did out of love for us.  Jesus fasted, prayed, and was tempted for our benefit.  He did it to show what happens when we depend, trust, and have faith in our God.  40 days in the wilderness proving what can be as we surrender self-dependence and are transformed by God’s love into something different –a new creation.  Earth Day hasn’t been all it could be because it’s a human event.  Earth Day for all of its good, its awareness, and its success will never be complete, because it’s still too human.  It’s time to wake-up Earth Day and let the church rise-up as Christ’s body.  Earth Day started 40 years ago –too long without complete success, too long for the creation to continue groaning in pain, destruction, and degradation, too long in knowing more and more people die and suffer the impacts of poor creation care, simply forty years too long.

The good news is we can still make a difference.  Because of his 40 days in the wilderness and his 40 days after Easter and before the ascension, Jesus has shown us the way to love for life – complete and utter dependence on God.  True life happens as we are Holy Spirit transformed and reflect Jesus’ image in how we live and love each other, as well as tend His creation.

All the earth belongs to the Lord, and it is time for us to understand that it’s easy being green, as we trust in our Risen Lord.  Not only is it easy being green, the Bible teaches us that being a disciple is being green.  Green is living in relationship and sustainability with each other and all the earth as we worship and follow the Creator, the Redeemer, and Sustainer of each of us and all the creation.

Today is the greatest time to be alive.  What a wonderful chance and privilege to serve the Trinity.  God has given us the greatest opportunity to tend to the creation care crisis.  We can’t do it alone, but we will care for His creation by surrendering our will to the Risen Lord.

Forty (40) years is long enough. 
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